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Dear Senator NAME:
As your constituent, I am writing to ask you to be an original co-sponsor of 
Sen. Bernie Sanders’ College for All Act, which is being introduced this week in the Senate.  
To be an original co-sponsor of the College for All Act, please contact Jose Garcia in Sen. Sanders’ office by close of business on Wednesday May 21.  Jose Garcia’s email is jose_garcia@help.senate.gov.
At a time when the very idea of higher education, and the free exchange of ideas upon which it rests, is under attack by the current administration, it is essential that we both defend American Academia and make sure that it is available to all of our citizens and residents regardless of their economic status.
The College for All Act achieves both of these ends, assuring that these great public institutions remain vital and that people from all American communities have access.
Rep. Pramila Jayapal has eloquently outlined the need for this legislation, so I will quote her at length:
“President Lyndon B. Johnson signed the Higher Education Act of 1965 to ensure every American, no matter their background or income, has the opportunity to attend college if they choose. However, since 1970, average inflation-adjusted tuition at a four-year public university has almost quadrupled. Rather than undermining college affordability to pay for tax breaks to the top 1 percent, we must address the real needs of everyday Americans by making college more affordable. 
We invite you to join us in cosponsoring the College for All Act which would:
· Eliminate tuition and fees at four-year public colleges and universities for working families through a partnership between the U.S. government, states, or territories that would provide $4 in federal funding for each $1 a state or territory spends on making public colleges and universities tuition-free for undergraduate students. Students from single households making $150,000 or less and married households making $300,000 or less would be eligible.
· Eliminate tuition and fees at public community colleges and trade schools. All students – regardless of income – would be able to attend public community college and trade school free of tuition and fees.
· Eliminate tuition and fees at Historically Black Colleges and Universities, Tribal Colleges and Universities, and Minority-Serving Institutions for working families with students from single households making $150,000 or less and married households making $300,000 or less.
· Double the maximum Pell award and make it a mandatory program. This would also index Pell to inflation, increase the lifetime eligibility to 7.5 years, and fully fund Pell as a mandatory program.
· Triple TRIO funding and Double GEAR UP funding to help address the non-tuition barriers to earning a degree.
· Create an Inclusive Student Success Grant for Under-funded Institutions to improve outcomes with evidence-based approaches and ensure low-income and first-generation college students have the support to complete their programs. 
 In the richest country in the history of the world, it is within our power to guarantee tuition and debt-free higher education for working families. If we are to succeed in a highly competitive global economy and have the best-educated workforce, we must ensure that no student is denied access to higher education due to lack of means.” 
To cosponsor, or for more information, please contact Jose Garcia in Sen. Sanders’ office at jose_garcia@help.senate.gov.’’
Thank you.
Your Constituent,
Your Full Name
Your address – or just the city where you reside
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