

[image: IMG_1018.jpeg]Dear Representative (Last Name),                      
 
As your constituent, I am writing to express my deep concern over the brutal war in Gaza.  We cannot allow the growing conflict between Israel and Iran to shift our attention away from the on-going humanitarian catastrophe in Gaza.  

Therefore, I support, and Progressive for Democracy in America supports, these four priorities of the national Peace Movement: establishing a permanent ceasefire in Gaza, conditioning military aid to Israel, restoring United Nations Relief and Works Agency (UNWRA) funding, and working to prevent a larger regional conflict in the Middle East.  

The war in Gaza is going into its sixth month, and already the official death toll has surpassed 33,000, with mostly women and children killed. Nearly two million Palestinians have been displaced, many with destroyed homes that must be entirely rebuild. Most urgently, the United Nations is desperately raising the alarm about the “entirely man-made” imminent famine that could kill tens, if not hundreds, of thousands if this war continues.

While I, and PDA, support the right of all people to defend themselves and their societies, we do not hesitate in demanding that military aid be conditioned, even following the Iranian attack.  Simply put, the unfathomable suffering caused by Israel’s siege of Gaza must end, regardless of other circumstances.  

The Israeli Prime minister continues to call for escalating the siege into the Rafah refugee camp where the majority of Gaza’s population now resides in already-desperate conditions.  We must do everything in our power to halt a ground invasion of Rafah, which will almost certainly produce even greater degrees of death and misery. The United States of America must not countenance such atrocities.

While we are pleased to see a growing number of legislators calling for a ceasefire, we are disappointed that no ceasefire resolution has come to a vote. We have also been thankful to see some Members of Congress speak in favor of establishing conditions on Israeli military aid, as we can leverage this to pressure Israelis to agree to a ceasefire and release the flow of humanitarian aid. 

We are writing to ask for support for these efforts and to find out what concerns your boss has that have thus prevented [him/her] from doing so. (Alternate version: We are writing to thank you for supporting these efforts and to open a dialogue with your boss about the best way to achieve these ends.)

Therefore, I am asking to meet with you and your staff members on this issue, along with other local members of the Peace Movement. Please let me know what your earliest availability is, as we’d love the opportunity to discuss legislative opportunities and address any concerns the [Congressman/woman] may have.

Sincerely, your constituent,

(Your name)
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