
[image: IMG_1018.jpeg]To the Honorable Representative (Last name of your Congressperson),                      
 
As your constituent I am writing to ask you to co-sponsor Rep. Pramila Jayapal’s Housing is A Human Right (HR 1978) and Rep. Ocasio-Cortez’s Green New Deal for Public Housing.  Both bills directly address perhaps the most pressing concern facing American households: the cost of housing and the related crisis of homelessness.

Polls show the housing crisis is one of the most important issues for the American people.  The American dream of owning a house, which was the cornerstone of the broadly prosperous middle-class society of post-World War II America, is now seen as unattainable by millions upon millions of Americans, particularly younger adults.  This reality underlines the broad sense among the population that the country – despite what seems on paper like a strong economy – is headed in the wrong direction.

On top of that, the widespread crisis of growing homelessness, a nightmare for anyone to experience, adds a real element of fear that pervades our society. In a country as wealthy as the United States of America, we can and must do better.

The two bills that I am asking you to support will dramatically improve the situation and put us on the right track to solving the housing and homeless crises.

First, please co-sponsor Pramila Jayapal’s excellent Housing is a Human Right Bill (HR 1978).  This bill “establishes and expands programs to assist homeless and housing-unstable individuals and establishes’ a fund for “specified Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) programs… including the building of low-income housing.”

“In addition, the bill establishes additional taxes on (1) the sale or exchange of real property if the amount realized from the transaction is at least $10 million, (2) the sale or exchange of real property involving an anonymous entity, and (3) rent received by landlords that own large amounts of dwelling units. The revenue from these taxes must be credited to various HUD programs in specified percentages.”

Second, please co-sponsor Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez’s Green New Deal for Public Housing Act, which has just been reintroduced.  This bill “invests in the nation’s housing stock through a program of sustainable retrofits, dramatically improving living conditions for nearly 2 million people living in public housing, …creating tens-of-thousands of good paying union jobs in the process, …and saving up to 30% on water bills and 70% on energy bills for poor and working-class residents while protecting the environment.”  Rep. Ocasio-Cortez says, this legislation “would increase affordable housing, reduce the cost of utility bills and eliminate environmental hazards like lead poisoning.”

The free market has failed to produce enough affordable housing for the American people.  When that’s the case it’s necessary for the people’s representatives to intervene on behalf of their constituents.  

Please co-sponsor these two current pieces of legislation: Rep. Jayapal’s Housing is A Human Right (HR 1978) and Rep. Ocasio-Cortez’s Green New Deal for Public Housing.

Sincerely,

(Your Name)
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